VAIN (Videogames Are Extremely Niche) - Round 8
Questions by Mike Bentley

1) It’s not Galaxian, but a “New” version of this game was playable on the loading screen of the PSP version of Ridge Racer.  Under the player’s score is a radar screen showing enemy vehicles, while fuel is wasted when the player unleashes a dust storm behind him to defeat red cars.  For 10 points, name this top-down classic arcade racer from Namco, where players navigate a green and tan maze.
ANSWER: Rally-X

2) The second game in this series sees some of the title characters being controlled by a Gigaremo machine, which was created by the Dim Sun group.  A secret mission in the original had you finding an egg that could be traded to another game to obtain Manaphy, and that first game in this series saw the protagonist accompanied by either a Minun or Plusle.  For 10 points, name this spin-off to a popular RPG series containing creatures like Onix and Pikachu.
ANSWER: Pokemon Ranger [do not accept just “Pokemon”]

3) It offers awards like “Turd of the Week” and “King of the Portal”.  “Alice is Dead” by Hania currently tops the “Best Tracks Ever” on one section of this site, and the music-creation engine Punk-O-Matic can be found here.  Its creator, Tom Fulp, went on to found The Behemoth, developers of Alien Hominid and a popular Xbox Live brawler, Castle Crashers.  For 10 points, name this online gaming portal noted for its tank logo.
ANSWER: Newgrounds.com

4) Players use many of these, called arsenals, in the Xbox game Phantom Dust.  A clash of these type of fighters was the best game for the Neo Geo Pocket Color, while these items are used to control the Germ on Ragol in the third episode of Phantasy Star Online.  In the Pokemon universe, Mark fought club masters using these.  For 10 points, name these objects used to do battle in the Xbox Live Magic: The Gathering games.
ANSWER: Collectible Playing Cards [accept equivalents]

5) In the first game in this series, one character warned that “Unless you master, ‘Hawo-ken’, you will never beat me”, and playing a bonus stage unlocked a Super Death Blow.  Its second game added the ability to play as Yuri.  Characters introduced in this series included Robert Garcia and Ryo Sakazaki, which started as a shameless rip-off of Street Fighter II.  For 10 points, name this fighting series by SNK that’s not Fatal Fury or King of Fighters.
ANSWER: The Art of Fighting [or Fist of Dragon and Tiger]

6) It was the original platform for a game where Morkin tries to destroy an Ice Crown; that game was called The Lords of Midnight.  This platform was exclusively covered by CRASH magazine, and the turn-based strategy game Rebelstar was originally written in BASIC for this platform.  Manufactured by Sinclair and considered a rival of the Commodore 64, for 15 points, name this British 8-bit home computer, not to be confused with the BBC Micro.
ANSWER: ZX Spectrum [or “Zed Ex Spectrum” or Speccy]

7) Characters like Ancette and Andre are featured in a game they developed about vampires, while they’ve also developed the card game Street Racer. Co-founded by Mark Pincus and named after his pet, they recently received a large investment from Google.  Their most popular game has you collecting stuff like bugs, butterflies and country kitsch and lets you use tools like twine and trowels. For 10 points, name this developer of Mafia Wars and FarmVille.
ANSWER: Zynga

8) A “master” of these entities shoots candy at enemies and then jumps on them to gain their power.  Besides Little Nemo, these places are ruled over by Wizeman the Wicked and are visited by singer Claris Sinclair in a Yuji Naka Saturn game.  It’s revealed at the end of Super Mario Bros. 2 USA that the entire game took place in one of these.  For 10 points, name these entities where NiGHTS travels into.
ANSWER: Dreams [accept equivalents like Nightmares]

9) Its F. S. S. button was useful for locking on to enemies moving laterally.  Although it lacks a pause button, the game it was used with could be paused by removing it entirely.  Players who didn’t hit eject on this controller in time had their game erased, and it was also employed in a sequel subtitled Line of Contact.  For 10 points, name this device used to play a hardcore mech simulator for the original Xbox.
ANSWER: The Steel Battalion Controller [prompt on partial answer]

10) It’s not Space Channel 5 or Disaster Report, but Japanese versions of this game did come with an accessory you’re supposed to place in your pocket called a Trance Vibrator.  This Tetsuya Mizugchi game is set in a Kandinsky-inspired supercomputer called the K-Project.  Its creator is currently working on a spiritual successor called Child of Eden.  For 10 points, name this critically acclaimed rhythm-based shooter for the Dreamcast.
ANSWER: Rez

11) Its penultimate stage has you battling ninjas at the Channel 6 Studios, while its third level takes place in a “Discount Cemetery”.  A lackluster remake of this game for the iPhone changed the plot to involve a USB drive placed in a donut.  A bonus stage in this game saw players mashing buttons to inflate giant balloon heads of themselves.  For 10 points, name this Konami beat ‘em up in which Maggie is abducted by Smithers and Mr. Burns.
ANSWER: The Simpsons Arcade Game

12) Punk Mercenaries and Corporate Security Forces do battle in a first person shooter of this type called Dystopia.  Team Raptor is working on one of these types of games where you play as a prehistoric creature, Dino-Instinct.  TRASE666 released one where all the sound effects in the original were replaced by his own voice.  Others include a remake of Goldeneye. For 10 points, name these alterations of an Orange Box game starring Gordon Freeman.
ANSWER: Half-Life 2 Mods [or Source Engine Mods]

13) A recent game based in this universe gives the player the choice of whether or not to save Kota, and one series based on this property starred Kyle Katarn.  An RTS set in this universe was built with the Age of Empire engine, and Atari developed a series of first-person vector arcade games set in this universe.  For 10 points, name this universe where games like Galactic Battlegrounds and Republic Commando are set.
ANSWER: Star Wars

14) After finishing NBA Courtside, Left Field developed an N64 entry in this series.  Monster Games was responsible for a recent Wii entry featuring animal-themed robots.  This series was crossed with Mario Kart in a Japanese-only BS release.  Pressing B too much in the original caused your vehicle to overheat, and that original also featured a level editor.  For 10 points, name this series of motorcross games for Nintendo systems.
ANSWER: Excitebike

15) A parody of this city was the location of Lefty’s Bar in Leisure Suit Larry in the Land of the Lounge Lizards.  The only new track in Crazy Taxi 3 was ostensibly located in this city, and it turns out that Gabriel is a mole in an Ubisoft game set here in the Rainbow Six universe.  A Grand Theft Auto parody of this city included locations like The Camel’s Toe Pirates’s In Men’s Pants.  For 10 points, name this city, the setting of the Caesar’s Palace game.
ANSWER: Las Vegas

16) Characters in this game include Pokey the Cat, who will always chase a mouse named Mort.  Designed by Jeff Tunnell, some of the more outlandish items in this game include the lemming-esque Mel Schlemming and a Monkey Exercise Bike.  Many puzzles involved doing things like turning on fans to blow balloons or trapping bowling balls.  For 10 points, name this computer game where you beat levels by completing Rube Goldberg devices.
ANSWER: The Incredible Machine

17) He must first battle the elderly Jianmin before being able to ask Jianmin questions.  He stars in a game that was codenamed Project Berkeley, and he can go to bars to play arcade games like Hang-On.  His first game begins with his father losing a battle in a dojo.  In Sega All-Star Racing, this character appears driving a forklift.  For 10 points, name this protagonist of the Shenmue series whose name is very similar to that of a rival of Ken in Street Fighter.
ANSWER: Ryo Hazuki [accept either underlined answer in either order]

18) In one game, they uncover the secret plot of Monty Muzzle.  The first game in a recent series starring them sees them use a growth formula to produce enough honey to pay back the grocer.  They often interact with their neighbor, Ms. Flitt, and a demo of one of their games was included on their A Matter of Loaf and Death DVD.  For 10 points, name this series turned into episodic “Grand Adventures” by Telltale Games, based on a Nick Park animated show.
ANSWER: Wallace & Grommit

19) People were enticed to pre-order this game by the alternate reality game, Last Call Poker.  Evil-doer Josiah Reed masquerades as a reverend in this game and works for the chief antagonist, Tom Magruder.  A bullet-time feature in this game can be activated by filling up the Quickdraw gauge.  Starring an Apache named Cole White and not to be confused with Red Dead Revolver, for 10 points, name this Western by Neversoft.
ANSWER: Gun

20) Finales require players to defeat two of these before a helicopter comes and extracts survivors.  This class possesses the unique ability to send enemies flying with a punch, and can throw pieces of earth as a secondary attack.  They appear alongside similar classes like Boomers, Witches and Smokers.  For 10 points, name this type of Special Infected person from Left 4 Dead, which also names RPG characters capable of taking a lot of damage.
ANSWER: Tank
