VAIN (Videogames Are Extremely Niche) - Round 3
Questions by Mike Bentley

1) In one game, this character promotes a beer that sells from laser gun stands throughout the town.  He is rescued from a bamboo cage in a game titled for a House of Weirdness.  He names a game where the player must clear his house of rats in a Lemmings-like fashion.  For 10 points, name this character whose “Funhouse” is visited in an SNES game, and who drives a Klown Kar in The Simpsons Road Rage.
ANSWER: Krusty

2) A poor 3D entry in this series released for the PS2 allowed you to throw monoliths with your sub-weapon after beating the game.  Its First and Second Missions were playable on the NGPC, while the most recent entry in this series added King of Fighters’ Leona Heidern and was called Double X.  Freeing hostages provides power-ups, and it stars Tarma and Marco.  For 10 points, name this series of run and gun games originally for the Neo Geo.
ANSWER: Metal Slug

3) Bonus points were given for kills employing combos in the Colonies edition of the first game in this series.  The second game contained numerous clones of Ivan Solotov.  The first game in this series had players battling the evil Neo-Venus Construction corporation in addition to the insect-like Akrid for control of E.D.N. III.  For 10 points, name this Capcom third person shooter series where players play as snow pilots.
ANSWER: Lost Planet

4) A fan-made multiplayer remake of this game is subtitled The Golden Path, while in the original players could use superweapons like the Death Hand.  Mentat Ammon led one of its factions, the Ordos.  Developed before Command & Conquer by Westwood Studios, its only resources were spices.  For 10 points, name this game in the Frank Herbert universe that set many of the standards for real time strategy games.
ANSWER: Dune II: The Building of a Dynasty [or Dune II: Battle for Arrakis]

5) During a tutorial, the title character takes a lengthy bathroom break leaving Penny in charge.  “Victory Confetti” is one of the levels in the Assembly Dojo in this game.  The primary gameplay mode in this game allows players to match triggers with actions, such as setting the art of an object.  Containing a Mario Paint-influenced music creation mode, for 10 points, name this entry in a Microgame series that lets you create your own simple games.
ANSWER: WarioWare: DIY

6) One game he developed allowed players to kill themselves by typing “erad” and contained units like the Red and Black Queens.  Players had to bomb island factories in his first game, Raid on Bungeling Bay.  A Great Disasters scenario pack was added to another of his games, one version of which saw Bowser destroying the titular town.  For 10 points, name this creator SimAnt and The Sims.
ANSWER: William Ralph “Will” Wright

7) In a Flash game that got a DS release, players have to help Patty make these at Mount Tikkola Beach on a namesake island.  Ronnie Reagan offers the Bad Dudes some of these items for saving him from the Dragon Ninjas.  The protagonist of a game named for them later worked in an ice cream factory and originally did battle with Mr. Egg.  For 10 points, name this food item that Peter Pepper assembles in a classic arcade game where it’s “time” for them.
ANSWER: Hamburger

8) It was the most successful release in a line whose other titles included Short Order and Eggsplode!  A rare NTSC standalone version of this game sold on eBay for over $13,000 on eBay last February.  Opponents in this game ranged from Turtle to Cheetah, and less entertaining modes included the Triple Jump.  For 10 points, name this NES game, whose gameplay consisted of pounding your feet on the Power Pad.
ANSWER: World Class Track Meet [or Stadium Events or Running Stadium]

9) Balls are shot up from three cannons in one mode in this game.  Targets move around a 3-by-3 board in the “Speed Patterns” mode in this game, while the “Simulation” mode had you targeting only the yellow figures wielding weapons.  Its sequel featured a line-up sequence and the original increases in difficulty from Patrol Man through Sergeant and Detective.  For 10 points, name this arcade shooter that claims it prepares you to be a cop.
ANSWER: Police Trainer

10) A cello was prominently sampled on this CD’s track, “Gau”.  Like other games in the series it was composed by Nobuo Uematsu, and its track “Techno De Chocobo” was a throwback to the “Doom Gaze” of an earlier game.  “Aria de Mezzo Carattere” appears on the Opera part of this soundtrack.  A Japanese release of this musical collection was called Kefka’s Domain.  For 10 points, name this music collection for the last SNES game in a noted Squaresoft series.
ANSWER: Final Fantasy VI Soundtrack [or Final Fantasy III USA Soundtrack; prompt on just “Final Fantasy III Soundtrack”; accept equivalents that mention “music”, etc.; accept Kefka’s Domain before mentioned]

11) For his bachelor thesis, Andreas Heikaus projected one of these along a cement wall.  In 2007, Andrew Gadikis did this in five minutes flat, although he used an emulator.  They pretty much all involve hitting a vine in World 4-2, and going to the Warp Zone in World 1-2.  For 10 points, name these really fast completions of an NES pack-in game.
ANSWER: Speed Runs of Super Mario Bros. [prompt on partial answer; prompt on “Beating Super Mario Bros.”]

12) In this level, one character says “I’ve waited a long time for this” shortly before charging into a row of police behind riot shields.  It comes after the “Cliffhanger” level, and one scene sees all upcoming departures switched to “delayed”.  One section of it is preceded by a warning message indicating that it’s completely skippable.   Done to earn Makarov’s trust at an airport, for 10 points, name this controversial mission from Modern Warfare 2.
ANSWER: “No Russian”

13) Pressing L1 and R1 unlocks a rear-view mirror during this game’s “Ski Kids Racing” mini-game, and the presence of blue pants on the title creatures indicated that they were cowardly.  The player could make use of both an RC Car and a Water Net, and it was the first game on the PS1 to require the Analog controller.  Starring the spikey-haired Spike, for 10 points, name this Sony-developed Playstation platformer where a lot of monkeys were on the run.
ANSWER: Ape Escape [or Saru! Get You or Saru Getchu]

14) An $80,000 bounty is awarded for beating its final boss, the Wingate Family, although the first level concluded with a battle against Master, Winchester.  Power-ups included rifles, which increase your attack range.  Horses provide increased health and mobility in this game, which stars Billy Bob and allows the player to shoot vertically in one of three directions.  For 10 points, name this arcade game that shares its name with a classic TV Western.
ANSWER: Gun.Smoke

15) Pepper, a character from this universe, engages in stunt driving in the game Island Xtreme Stunts.  A recent game with this word as the first in its title by Traveller’s Tales allowed players to switch characters with the Polyjuice Potion.  A “Super Easy” mode was added to a Rock Band game set in this universe.  For 10 points, name this universe which has done dialogue-free interpretations of Star Wars where the characters are made from blocks.
ANSWER: Lego

16) A sequel to this game gave the player the ability to be assisted by H. G. Wells and saw the Witch give the player annoying Rainbow Tiles.  In the original, no points are given for using smashed tiles, and it stars Lex, the titular green creature.  For 10 points, name this PopCap puzzle game where players engage in RPG-like battles by forming words from blocks of letters.
ANSWER: Bookworm Adventures

17) In its first round, players would partake in mini-games like “Jet Jocks” and “Crater Rangers”, which were both derivations of the Paperboy-esque Post-Haste.  Later on players played Mikey’s World, which contained Video Challenges such as playing a beta version of Sonic 2.  Its final round was strikingly similar to Kinnect Adventres and saw kids compete in the “Video Zone”.  For 10 points, name this game show on a popular kid’s network.
ANSWER: Nick Arcade

18) He joked that he should “get some lessons from [Cammie Dunaway]” while she played his namesake game at the 2008 Nintendo E3 Press Conference.  That game starring this man gave out achievements for “earning the respect of all the wildlife in Alaska”.  More recently, he’s switched sports to star in a skateboarding game.  His original Wii title used the Balance Board for navigation.  For 10 points, name this snowboarder.
ANSWER: Shaun Roger White

19) Creatures in this game include the Cannon Camel.  The Big Celebration Parade level was unlocked by collecting all the pieces of the Shell Suit.  Created by DMA Design, who would go on to become Rockstar North, the player is frequently given advice by Dan Danger.  Set in the year 3000, you control a robot named Evo who goes inside robotic animal creatures on the titular conveyance.  For 10 points, name this N64 game set aboard an orbiting structure.
ANSWER: Space Station Silicon Valley

20) This person once lost a tournament when he accidentally pressed “C” rather than “X”, resulting in a Reactor rather than a Tech Lab being created at his factory when facing his older brother, Tasteless.  He hosted a live broadcast at Harvey Mudd college of the King of the Beta tournament, and he’s generally more insightful than Husky and HD.  For 15 points, name this Starcraft II commentator who hosts a namesake Daily videocast.
ANSWER: Day[9] [“Day Nine”] [or Sean Plott]
