TIDUS
Round 4 – Macalania Temple
1) This location houses numerous sturdy subterranean caverns due to its abundance of Urthic Ore in its crust and it is the second planet in the stellar system that also includes Oormine II and Twin Tabula. Docile residents of this place include monkey-like creatures that travel in groups of three and can bounce off walls with ease, the Etecoons. An entirely artificially constructed portion of this location can only be accessed after defeating four bosses depicted in a golden statue covering its entrance. Another portion of this place houses an orange, many-eyed boss who must be defeated by pushing him backwards into a pool of magma, Crocomire. In addition to Tourian and Norfair, One portion of this planet houses the lair of a giant reptilian alien named Kraid and this area’s pools of acid were used in the Smash Bros. Melee stage of the same name, Brinstar. The world where Samus Aran was raised after the death of her parents, FTP, identify this planet, the setting of both the original and Super Metroid games.

ANSWER: Planet Zebes (3)

2) A modified version of this game’s engine was used in the Quantum of Solace game. One stage in this game ends with the suicide of a Russian man named Victor and is entitled “The Sins of the Father”. In April 2008, a downloadable “Variety Map Pack” was released for this game which introduced four multiplayer stages such as “Chinatown”* and “Killhouse”. After the credits of this game roll, a final epilogue mission is unlocked and it involves taking out terrorists on an airplane, “The Mile High Club”. Playable characters include a Middle Eastern leader who is executed in the prologue, Yasir Al-Fulani, while most of the game has you playing as 22nd SAS member “Soap” MacTavish. With a direct sequel released the day before Veteran’s Day 2009, FTP, identify this first-person shooter from Infinity Ward, the first in its series to break away from the traditional World War II setting of its predecessors.

ANSWER: Call of Duty 4: Modern Warfare (accept either) (2)

3) One secret level in this game involves shooting a horde of Buddha statues that when shot in the head reveal the faces of this games’ programmers. A 1998 sequel to this game added a Field Exercise mode which featured a number of training missions and this game was subtitled “Site 4”. The main enemies of this game are a race of aliens known as the Kronn and the player takes the role of a member of the special-ops division STAAR to stop their invasion. Weapon upgrades in this game include an automatic machine gun and both pump and automatic shotguns, but any hit from an enemy will reduce the player back to a simple semi-automatic pistol. Players can hold up to nine grenades at once and shooting at bright-yellow objects bearing the image of a flame will deal explosion damage to nearby targets. FTP, identify this 1995 light-gun arcade game from Atari in which players battle aliens in the titular Nevada military facility.

ANSWER: Area 51 (3)
4) Name is the same! One location of this name is home a vendor whom players can help to set the price of his churros and this city is also the home of the Dragon Tail’s Bar which is known for its squid-gut pasta. A world with this name houses a ruined castle in its eastern region which was home to King Igos and that region was also the location of an ancient war against the Garo Ninjas. The outskirts of the formerly mentioned city of this name are home to a psychic masked wrestler whose hut lies next to the grave of an Acacia Dragoon marked by the sword, Einlanzer. The land of this name is protected by four* giants who are summoned using the Oath to Order and that world’s main town is controlled by a fivesome of tykes who keep track of every citizen with a special notebook and are known as the Bombers. In the city of this name, the player can recruit either Pierre, Nikki or the Magus look-alike, Guile before infiltrating Viper Manor and the world of this name is celebrating the Carnival of Time which is marked by the striking of its massive clock tower at the center. FTP, give the shared name of these places; one being the largest city in the El Nido peninsula in Chrono Cross while the other is a land doomed to destruction by a falling moon in Majora’s Mask.

ANSWER: Termina (4)
5) In one game, this character is infected by the Nightmare Virus after being examined by the scientist, Gate and in a later game this character’s original body is discovered to be that of Omega. Unique weapons used by this character include the Triple Rod which increases length on each of its three possible strikes and the spinning disk-like Shield Boomerang. In the second game this character appears,* his parts can be collected by defeating Serges, Agile and Violen and in a spinoff this character was revived in order to bring an end to the Elf Wars. His first appearance has him destroying an arm on Vile’s robotic armor to save his companion and in another this character enters a romantic relationship with Colonel’s sister, Iris. In The Power Fighters 2, it is implied that this character was created by Dr. Wily to replace Bass as his most powerful creation. The wielder of the mighty Z-Saber, FTP, identify this red-colored robot who along with Axl and X makes up the Maverick Hunters in the Mega Man X series and later stars in a namesake spinoff.

ANSWER: Zero (2)
6) A re-imagining of this game was published by Activision in 1993, changed the gameplay to that of a first person adventure and saw the player winning an all-expenses vacation to the Valley of the Sparrows. Another sequel to this game is entitled Beyond [this] and has players trying to retrieve the Coconut of Quendor while another group of sequels to this game have the player trying to stop the warlock Krill in “The Enchanter Trilogy”. In one portion of this game the player is able to count 69,105 leaves on the ground and that game begins to the west of a white house near a small mailbox. This game’s most notable monsters are described as having “slavering fangs” and “a sinister, lurking presence”. Typing the word “verbose” gives a list of possible commands and movement can be perform by typing the first letter of any of the cardinal directions. Notably warning you when it is pitch black, FTP, identify this late 1970s text adventure game in which you are likely to be eaten by a grue.

ANSWER: Zork (3)

7) The upbeat version of this song heard at the beginning of the game in it which appears is called the PlanitB remix. At one point in this song, the singer wonders claims that “the future doesn’t scare me at all” and earlier wonders “do I have to walk on water”. Visuals shown while this song plays include one character watching himself fall from the sky during a meteor shower and another in which that character rushes toward his friend who is standing in front of a large wave. Like the main theme from the sequel to the game this song appears*, “Sanctuary”, this song was also performed by singer, Hikaru Utada. The lyrics open with the singer saying “You’re giving me/too many things” and the chorus begins “When you walk away/You don’t hear me say…don’t go”. Entitled “Hikari” in Japan, FTP, identify this song in which the singer states that the two titular adjectives “are the way that you’re making me feel tonight”, the main theme and opening song in the first Kingdom Hearts game.
ANSWER: “Simple and Clean” (accept “Hikari” before mentioned) (5)

‘8’) The creator of this game once bet Jeremy five dollars that he wouldn’t be able to beat it; a challenge to which Jeremy responded the next day with “Yeah, and I beat the secret Mars level too”. That secret acts as an homage to Moon Patrol due to the addition of a vertical cannon and this game also makes an homage to Star Fox 64 by entering a free moving “All Range Mode” in the City Level. Due to the developer’s lack of a composer, this game borrows tunes from other games such as Mega Man Legends’ “Theme of Tron Bonne” for its mission debriefing screen and the theme from Blaster Master at its title screen.  Shooting a green and orange letter “H” will increase the player’s health and the player must wait for their vehicles cannon to warm up after each shot. A work of Doc-Ent, FTP, identify this game created by Mike Bentley, a game featuring temporarily flying armored war vehicles.

ANSWER: Hover Tanx 2 [award no points for this question – it’s a joke tossup]

THE REAL # EIGHT!

8) This character is a secret character in the PS2 fighting game War of the Monsters where he functions as an alternate costume of the stone giant, Agamo. In one game this character appears, he is transformed into a scorpion and is seen preying on ladybugs while in another he is offered to have a fiery curse lifted by drinking the blood of a preacher named Jebediah. In the end of the first game he appears, he is revealed to be both the murderer of Scott Campbell and the missing son of* Charlie Kane; two men who are respectively aliased as ‘Spectre’ and ‘Yellow Jacket’. At the end of that game, this character is also reunited his best friend Crazy Harold (who is actually a brown paper bag) by a man named Calypso. Notable for attacking foes with special attack, the homing Napalm Cone, FTP, identify this mascot character of the Twisted Metal series, an insane clown who drives an ice cream truck.
ANSWER: Sweet Tooth or Needles Kane (3)

9) In Age of Empires III, this civilization is given ‘super-villagers’ with enhanced combat abilities and this nation also has the cavalry unit with the highest number of hit points in the game. In Bowser’s Inside Story, a character made of used question blocks who collects Blitties seems to be from this real world country due to his speech style. One character in Fighter’s Destiny of this nationality can grow his nose until it explodes resulting in him looking like a werewolf. Pandemic Studio’s recent game, The Saboteur stars Sean Devlin, an Irishman living in this country. The pathetically weak Punch-Out character, Gabby Jay hails from this nation as does Street Fighter IV’s amnesiac mixed martial artist, Abel. The ghost type gym leader from the fourth generation Pokemon games, Fantina, speaks with this kind of accent as does the jester companion of Lynx from Chrono Chross, Harle. FTP, identify this European country, the nationality of that totally fictional PSP tactics RPG heroine, Joan of Arc.

ANSWER: France or French (1)

10) At one point in a game this character appears, he is escorted by Mordecai and Ranulf to the port town of Toha after being denied help from King Caineghis. This character decides to join much later in a certain rebellion in order to rescue Lucia from an execution and later learns that Sephiran has repressed this character’s memory of his father killing his mother. This character has a younger sister gifted in healing magic named Mist* with whom he fights alongside in a band of Mercenaries lead by his father Greil. In the second game he appears in, this characters starts out wielding the sword Ettard but eventually acquires the golden blade, Ragnell which he uses to twice defeat the Black Knight and also uses to perform the Great Aether attack in his Super Smash Bros. Brawl debut. Hailing from the continent of Tellius, FTP, identify this protagonist of Path of Radiance and Radiant Dawn, the most recent Fire Emblem lord who gives his name to a University of Illinois quizbowl player once called Nathan.
ANSWER: Ike (3)

11) Naming a person “Zeta Psi” in the first game of this series will cause other people to start vomiting uncontrollably and naming a person “Alfred H” will cause white birds to attack all people on the screen. Compost buildings decrease the happiness of all people by 25 while the constructing a Japanese style garden will create happier adults than children. The Unicorn* can be unlocked using the cheatcode “Xanadu” and the Mermaid can be unlocked by creating a statue of a mermaid. Expansions for this game include the aquatic themed Marine Mania and the prehistoric themed Dinosaur Digs. The DS version of the second game in this series expanded tasks which were originally completed by simply pressing the space bar into minigames such as cleaning up feces and petting and washing animals. FTP, identify this series of games from Microsoft and Blue Fang in which the player takes on the responsibility of running their very own zoological gardens. How exhilarating!
ANSWER: Zoo Tycoon (3)
12) One feat performed by this character is helping Scrit the Styracosaurus overcome his dwarfism and helping him return to his mother, Scrotty. In a more recent game, this character assumes roles such as a coconut farmer, a helpline operator and an auto mechanic who accepts parts taken from crates with his face emblazoned on them.  Another feat of this character involved reviving the explorer, Sabreman and a family of aliens while a robotic clone of this character named Mingy acts as a boss in the heights of Cloud Cuckooland. In one level of the first game he appeared in, he is located on a plateau containing a spinning totem pole that eats ‘blue stones’ while his dwelling can also be found in Click Clock Woods and the Bubblegloop Swamp. This character claims that he will transform the protagonist into a T-Rex in the next game, though this feat is actually perform by this character’s rival, Humba Wumba. First seen atop his namesake Mountain, FTP, identify this character, a skull-faced shaman who cast various transformations and spells for Banjo and Kazooie.

ANSWER: Mumbo Jumbo (3)

13) In the third game in this series, the American developers edited out the purple leather wearing homosexual miniboss who attacked with ballet leaps and hand slaps, Ash.  That game also featured a secret character who escaped from his trainer, Bruce, the boxing kangaroo named Roo. The first game in this series featured an alternate ending in two player mode in which the players are asked to kill one another to prove their loyalty to the would-be final boss and the second game introduced the new characters, Max Thunder and Eddie Hunter. In the later games in the series each character was given a special attack that drained their health, while in the first game, players could summon a police car to do damage to all enemies on the screen. Most of this series’ playable characters are police officers who are tasked with bringing down the Syndicate lead by the villain, Mr. X. FTP, identify this trio of 16-bit era side-scrolling beat-em-up games by Sega that starred characters like Blaze Fielding and Axel Stone.

ANSWER: Streets of Rage (3)

14) The protagonist of this game appears as a hidden character and rival to Earthworm Jim in the N64’s Clayfighter 63 and 1/3. One boss in this game, Revolta, attacks by throwing her many heads and jumping across the screen while another boss is encountered in the swamps of the first world and attacks using chickens and eggs, Hick Boy. The meager story of this title involves a new invention created by Dr. Stinkbaum used to clean up pollution and garbage being stolen and threatening to suck the Earth into Dimension Xcrement. Collecting thirty toilet plungers in this game gives the player an end of level bonus and an extra life and collecting a red pepper allows the protagonist to use his rocket flatulence to reach higher areas. Starring the overweight superhero, Snotty Ragsdale, FTP, identify this crude 16-bit sidescrolling game from Interplay subtitled as “a pick and flick adventure”.

ANSWER: Boogerman (3)

15) The Goldfish and Wrenched items can be obtained in this game by tossing a metal object into an invisible gravity anomaly. This game features a structure made from reinforced concrete layers known as the Sarcophagus which houses an alien-made entity known as the Wish Granter. A 2008 prequel to this game features an injured protagonist known as Scar and that game is subtitled Clear Sky. One major faction in this game has headquarters located in the 100 Rad Bar and that group, Duty is in conflict with a group fighting for free use of a certain area, Freedom. As this game begins, the protagonist checks his PDA seeing only a single objective: Kill Strelok. The player of this game assumes the identity of the titular kind of artifact hunter and is an amnesiac nicknamed “The Marked One”. Developed by Ukrainian company GSC Game World, FTP, identify this 2007 PC FPS that takes place in the Zone shortly after a second incident at Chernobyl.

ANSWER: S.T.A.L.K.E.R.: Shadow of Chernobyl (4)

16) A university named after a character with this surname is the alma mater of a character that uses the special techniques Ethereal Blast, Dimension Door and Air Raid. Another character with this surname died from radiation poisoning at the age of two and became the namesake of a reactor that destroyed an alternate Earth in the 1950s, Kevin. That character is the son of another character bearing this last name that taught the ocarina to and befriended a blue-haired and super-annoying Lesser Fellpool named Meracle Chamlotte, Klaus. The most notable person with this surname made a great discovery in 2083 AD, FTP, identify this surname held by a number of characters in the Star Ocean franchise; the most famous of which developed FTL-travel technology for Earth and was named Trillas.

ANSWER: Bachtein (6)

17) After completing both the main game and the more difficult ‘bloodbath mode’, players are able to play a new version of this game’s first level in which enemies are defeated in a single shot and wear bizarre grasshopper masks. One of the later missions in this game takes place inside Coburn Elementary School near Seattle, Washington and it is revealed that said school was used as a military training project for children. This game features special rooms in which televisions can be used to create a level-up serum from Thick Blood which is collected from the game’s enemies, Heaven Smiles. Playable characters in this game include an albino Brit, a Mexican wrestler, MASK and their leader Garcian; all of which have the surname, Smith. Focusing on a century long battle between the wheelchair bound Harman Smith and Kun Lan, FTP, name this heavily cel-shaded on-rails shooter game for the Gamecube and PS2 by Capcom in which one plays as the titular septet of assassins.

ANSWER: killer7 (4)

18) One invention of this organization is a massive blob-like entity that can defeat any unit in a single blow and is known as the Oozium 238. One member of this group is referred to as a “pasty faced weirdo” by one of the protagonists and another member wears a spiked helmet and possesses the attack boosting or crippling Dispersion ability. One member of this group appears as a spherical robotic entity with a singular red eye and another member of this group is a red-haired woman who can gain power for each city she controls. Members of this group are the original developers of the long-ranged Piperunners as well as the spider-like Neotanks.  Some of the aforementioned members, Koal, Jugger and Kindle are members of a Guard designed to protect one of this group’s leaders, the elderly Von Bolt. Another leader of this group, Sturm is also notable for attempting to ignite war between four other factions by creating a clone of the wrench wielding CO, Andy. The major enemy of the Green Earth and Orange Star factions, FTP, identify this evil army from the Advance Wars series that will spaghettify you if you get to close to the event horizon.

ANSWER: Black Hole (4)

19) One mission in this game is triggered due to an agrarian colony’s outbreak of Watson’s Disease while another mission involves the defense of the fungus-ridden planet Toadstool. One enemy in this game is said to have a confirmed 78 kills and that Dralthi-piloting character has a name meaning “Deathstroke”. A ‘super’ version of this game was released for the 3DO in 1994 and included a special mission to destroy the Sivar Dreadnought and this game also released two expansion packs known as The Secret Missions. Characters in this game include the blonde-mustached Scot with the callsign “Paladin” and Belgian, statistics-spouting “Angel” Devereaux while the blue-haired protagonist has a notably mundane piloting style despite the nickname “Maverick”. Focusing on the crew of the Tiger’s Claw, FTP, identify this first in a series of Chris Roberts directed games in which battles the evil feline aliens, the Kilrathi.

ANSWER: Wing Commander (3)

20) Due to his shyness, Senior Writer for Nintendo Power, Alan Averill was usually depicted as one of these creatures in photos. They aren’t found in Final Fantasy, but in the fourth game in the series they appear one befriends a character locked in a tower named Rosa and in another game one of these with healing powers befriends the warrior Ragnar. Another one of these enemies stars in a DS spinoff and is a resident of the city of Boingburg named Rocket. In later games in their series, Red varieties of them are referred to as “She” although there is no discernable gender and eight of them can combine to form a “King” variety. One variety of this creature notably has an extraordinarily high defense, low HP and often runs away from battle but pays off in large amounts of experience points, the Metaly. FTP, name this class of iconic monsters from the Dragon Warrior/Quest series that most commonly appear as smiling, blue teardrop shaped creatures.
ANSWER: Slime (2)

