TIDUS
Round 1
Besaid Temple
1) A fat brown one of these runs the Happy Lucky Lottery game and can cause the screen to go black or even Game Overs if the player admits to cheating by resetting the internal clock. A colony of these entities with Russian accents can be found at the Fahr Outpost while another one of them is a sea captain who ferries the player to Keelhaul Key* in return for Chuckola cola. A boss who claims “You will make me famous” resides in the Moleville Mines is crushed while attempting to summon a gigantic one of these entities. In the Dreadnought Galaxy, digital versions of these are used to help Gearmo clean up garbage and in another game pink-colored ones will activate cannons located in their namesake “Battlefield”.  First appearing as being dropped from the talons of an Albatoss in Super Mario Bros. 2, FTP, identify these wind-up enemies in the Mario universe, most likely named for the sound they make when they explode.

ANSWER: Bob-ombs (2)

2) The sequel to this game includes a cheat code in which every cutscene, award and mission will be unlocked by creating a character named FongFong. A collector’s edition* of this game was released alongside a novella by Rusel DeMaria and had a title referring to the papers of this game’s protagonist. That protagonist was promoted to the status of captain after the destruction of the Invincible during “Operation Strike Fear” and the aforementioned novel revealed his name to be Keyan* Farlander. Gameplay featured a unique system in which energy must be manipulated to different parts of the vehicle; allowing a player to increase speed at the expense of firepower or shields. One of the game’s three tours is entitled “The Great Search” and involves delivering enemy blueprints to the Tantive IV and the third tour which climaxes with the battle of Yavin. Re-released in 1998 in a compilation, “Vs. TIE Fighter”, FTP, identify this classic “Space Combat Simulator” in which you are able to pilot a titular four-winged starfighter of the Rebel Alliance.

ANSWER: Star Wars X-Wing: Space Combat Simulator (2)

(*Accept “X-Wing Alliance” before this mark)

3) According to this characters’ writings, he was unphased when he left his parents claiming it was like “leaving two strangers behind”. A spin-off game starring this character features him traveling to Cyprus in order to prevent Armand Bouchard from obtaining a mind-control device. Armor created by this character can be obtained by placing six seals into their respective slots and bears a black and red color motif. At the end of the main game he appears in, this character defeats his former master who could make multiple images of himself, and that master, Al Mualim leads a group tasked with protecting a Piece of Eden. Descendants of this character include modern-day bartender, Desmond Miles as well as the Renaissance-era Italian, Ezio. The inventor of a ring-finger friendly Hidden Blade, FTP, identify this wall-crawling Middle Eastern character, the protagonist of the first Assassin’s Creed.

ANSWER: Altair ibn La-Ahad (2)

4) In one game, a more powerful version of this character is a fought in the form of Experiment No. 113 while in a fighting game, this character can appear to increase a character’s Brave to 150 percent. One version of this character is named Grothia and belongs to Isaaru while a massive vehicle with this name led a fleet halting the resistance attack on the Royal Palace in Rabanastre. This monster is responsible for the disposal* of books possessed by monsters in the Library of the Ancients and in another appearance he must also be defeated as a prerequisite for the SeeD test at Balamb Garden. In another game, this summon monster can be obtained from Kilika Temple and in yet another he appears at the bottom of a pit in the Magitek Research Facility along with his companion, Shiva. Known as Jinn in his original appearances, FTP, identify this recurring character from the Final Fantasy series, a fiery horned beast that takes its name from an evil spirit in Arabic folklore.
ANSWER: Ifrit (accept Jinn before mentioned) (3)

5) In an RTS game by Cryo Interactive that is titled after the Wars of these people, players can ally with the Amazon warriors or the machine-crafting Gulis. In the third-person shooter Hero Mode of Rise and Fall, this civilization uses a hero that wields both a massive scimitar and the Bow of Atar. In the original Age of Empires game, this civilization has a 30 percent hunting bonus, but suffers a 30 percent farming rate penalty and cannot invent the wheel. In Civilization III*, this group’s second appearance in that series, these people are given the starting bonuses of both Masonry and Bronze Working and like the Romans, have a unique unit that replaces the Swordsman. That unique unit differs from the unique unit given to these peoples in Age of Empires II, the War Elephant. The controllers of the Immortals in the Civilization series, FTP, identity this group of historic peoples who lends their name to the evolution of Meowth as well as the locale of a Prince who has dealt with some Sands of Time.

ANSWER: Persians (1)

6) This place is home to the Indian Runner general store and this site’s Wiltse Coal Mine was exhausted in the early 1900s. One denizen of this place seems to carry around a doll which can be found along with his journal entries, Stanley, and this place is also home to the Heaven’s Night bar where a woman named Maria mysteriously awoke. This place saw a rise in the trade of a psychoactive drug called PTV after the injuries of Alessa Gillespie and it is also a center of worship for the apocalypse bringing sun goddess of the Holy Woman sect also known simply as The Order. A carousel and roller coaster can be found in this town’s Lakeside Amusement Park and its streets and buildings are inhabited by strange creatures in nurse attire. This place was notably explored by the characters Harry Mason and James Sunderland. Located on the edge of Toluca Lake, FTP, identify this small resort town that is the namesake of a survival-horror game series in which you might encounter Pyramid Head. 

ANSWER: Silent Hill (2)

7) In one game, the main rival of this character is a muscular, blue-skinned creature with an ‘X’ on its stomach and chains on its wrist named Kludge. In Mario Kart Wii, this character can be unlocked by obtaining four Staff Ghosts in the Time Trial Mode and has a namesake battle arena that has many features reminiscent of skateboarding ramps. In another game, this character allows the player to access hidden areas such as Belcha’s Burrow and Hilltop Hoard via his invention, the Gyrocopter. In an appearance on the N64, this character is seen in military attire and owns a namesake Armory that sells weapons like the Peanut Popgun and the Coconut Gun. In the first two games he appears, he allows the players to travel to previous worlds using his Barrel Airplane at his namesake Flights. FTP, name this member of the Kong family, a sunglasses-wearing ape known mainly for his surfer dude persona.

ANSWER: Funky Kong (3)

8) Citizens of this location could enjoy a fine drink or smoke at Le Marquis d’Epoque and could purchase fine honey at the Silverwing Apiary. Another location within this site is home to a cult that covers themselves in leaves chanting “Harness the flames, harness the mist” and refer to themselves as the Saturnine. Notable denizens of this place include the protagonist’s mother and showgirl, Jasmine Jolene as well as the* paranoid smuggler, Peach Wilkins. Doctor Chomper’s Dentistry and Dr. Steinman’s Aesthetic Ideals are located in this city’s Medical Pavilion which provides access to the fisheries of Neptune’s Bounty. A notable event in this city’s history was the 1959 New Years’ Riots where  locations such as the Kashmir Restaurant were attacked by a man known as Atlas. Vending machines found here include the Spanish-speaking Ammo Bandito, the Circus of Values and the Gatherer’s Garden; the latter of which features the image of a Little Sister. The brainchild of Andrew Ryan, FTP, identify this ultra-capitalist city built beneath the North Atlantic, the setting of Bioshock.
ANSWER: Rapture (3)
9) Picking up a white power-up in this game will create two small planes that fire at your side and picking up a green power-up will increase the number of bullets fired from two to four. These power-ups, which appear as the word “Pow” can be obtained by defeating five yellow enemies which enter the screen, move in a circle and then exit in a single file line. In 2007, the X-Box Live Arcade released an updated version of this game with hi-res 3D graphics and was subtitled Joint Strike. Players in this game notably have the ability to perform a loop-de-loop a limited number of times per play in order to dodge enemy fire. Each of this game’s thirty two stages begin by flying the “Super Ace” overtop a large aircraft carrier and the player’s ultimate goal is to reach Tokyo. With a direct sequel being subtitled The Battle of Midway, FTP, identify this 1984 arcade vertical scrolling shooter from Capcom that involves WWII aircraft in the Pacific Theatre that is set in the titular year which saw the Battle of Guadalcanal and the Bataan Death March.

ANSWER: 1942 (3)

10) A German developer known as the Crimson [this] is the mastermind behind such games as A Vampyre Story and The Dream of the Turtle. A 2006 release from Telltale Games is entitled Bone: The Great [one of these] Race and in Mass Effect, there exists a “shifty space” one of these that will subtly steal your credits after interacting with it. In the Animal Crossing Series, a sugar-addicted one of these animals is named Patty and apparently used to be on “Ms. Nintendique”. In the South Park FPS game,* there is a gun that launches these animals ass-first at opponents’ heads. In another game, combining a Town Portal with Wirt’s Leg sends the player to a secret area inhabited by evil bipedal versions of these animals. With one being awesomely launched by a falling fridge in the first level of Earthworm Jim, FTP, identify this type of animal which is exemplified by such Pokemon as Miltank and Tauros and might be seen in the background of Mario Kart 64’s “Moo Moo Farm”. 

ANSWER: cows (1)

11) One stage in this game features a blue truck that has crashed into a watermelon stand while another shows two men in lederhosen dancing in front of a large wooden ship in the background. Later editions of this game added a character that speaks in binary and molds his limbs into weapons, the robot, Twelve. Other new characters in this game include a 140 year-old hermit who fights with one arm bound and a Kenyan warrior princess who fights using only kicking techniques;* characters known as Oro and Elena respectively. New gameplay additions include Parrying which prevents damage from an attack and the ability to choose from three different Super Arts for use in battle. Prior to this game’s events, the villain Gill defeats Tom, the fighting instructor of the game’s lead character and New York native, Alex. Featuring updated versions known as Second Impact and Third Strike, FTP, identify this installment of a popular fighting game franchise that features an entirely new roster of characters in addition to Ken and Ryu.

ANSWER: Street Fighter III (2)

12) The eleventh stage in this game features a massive circular platform that houses a pool of toxic waste at its center while the twentieth levels is notable because it features a fight between a minotaur-like creature with a gun arm and a spider robot; these levels are ‘O’ of Destruction and Gotcha! respectively. In the final boss room of this game, a backwards message tells you that you must kill this game’s creator whose head secretly appears on a bloody spike and must be shot at using the rocket launcher. One major plot turn in this sequel involves the enemy horde creating a force field over a single spaceport to prevent the human race from escaping. New power-ups added to this game from its previous entry include a tan orb called the Megasphere that increases health and armor to 200% and a Shotgun that fires two shells at once. New enemies include the corpulent Mancubus and the emaciated, corpse-raising Arch-Vile which are in addition to the previous game’s Imps, Zombiemen and Cacodemons. Subtitled “Hell on Earth”, FTP, identify this 1994 FPS game from id Software; a sequel of the game that brought you the BFG9000.

ANSWER: Doom II: Hell on Earth (2)

13) One scene involving this character has him reveal why an acquaintance’s “El Burro” tape was eaten by a VCR by revealing that it was unplugged. This character also frees an expert safecracker named Cam from prison but later can choose to let him die during the heist to increase his own earnings. At another point, he makes an exception for “driving around a bunch of drunken Scottish bisexuals” when he agrees to drive an escape car for the metal band, Love Fist. This character can become the owner of such establishments as the Kaufman Taxi Company, the Malibu Club and the Cherry Popper Ice Cream Factory and throughout the game in which he appears, he mocks the rhyming of his partner’s name, Lance Vance. This character was relocated to his game’s setting to make an important drug deal after being freed from a fifteen year prison term by his former boss, Sonny Forelli. Voiced by actor Ray Liotta, FTP, identify this “Harwood Butcher” and protagonist of Grand Theft Auto: Vice City.
ANSWER: Tommy Vercetti (3)
14) One scenario in this game involves battling a giant spider robot on the path to the slaughterhouse quarter while another scenario has the protagonist battling a flying space whale encased in ice on the way to the moon. Like Zapp Branigan, this game features a “Big Book of War” with such quotes as “We work together as one” and “If you can’t go through a door, go around it” known as Carlson and Peeter’s Military Manual. A minigame resembling air hockey can be played against Francis the Shark-man in Akuda Bar and the character* Ming Tzu creates a device that helps to locate an illegal currency known as Pearls to buy hovercraft parts at the Mammago Garage. The large-chinned Double H and the humanoid boar, Fey’j act as sidekicks to this game’s protagonist who is rarely seen without her trusty daijo staff and wildlife snapping camera. Involving the DomZ alien conspiracy on planet Hillys, FTP, identify this 2003 action-adventure title from Ubisoft in which you take control of the reporter, Jade, that also shares its name with an 1886 Nietzsche work about transcending the two titular moral concepts.
ANSWER: Beyond Good and Evil (3)
15) A 1999 point-and-click adventure game published by this company involves new ITC recruit, Chatt Rhuller, learning of the Thundercloud Project while investigating a homicide in a research facility, Zero Critical. Early games from this company include the Wayne Gretzky Hockey series for DOS and a number of games based on the Terminator franchise including the FPS titles, Future Shock and SkyNET. The most popular franchise from this company allows players to explore the expansive world of Tamriel and features a second entry with a notable 62000 square-mile game world subtitled Daggerfall. That franchise had a 2006 entry that saw players attempt to defeat the Mythic Dawn and released an expansion called The Shivering Isles. The developer of Morrowind and Oblivion, FTP, identify this game producing company most famous for producing Fallout 3 and The Elder Scrolls series.
ANSWER: Bethesda Softworks (do not accept Bethesda Software) (2)

16) This character was once accompanied by a large armadillo named Pango who wants to cure his son’s sleeping sickness in a Japan-only RPG subtitled: Legend of the Star Metal. A cameo appearance of this character can be found as an alternate costume for Presea in Tales of Symphonia. In one game for the GBA, this character competes against the clown Joka and the blindfolded boxing kangaroo, Chipple in the Dream Champ Tournament. The second game in which this character starred featured a priestess named Lolo as well as a dog-like creature named Popka* in an adventure to save the world of Lunatea. In his first adventure, Door to Phantomile, which was recently remade on the Wii in 2009, this character happens upon a ring that allows him to use the “Wind Bullet” and houses the spirit of Hewpoe. Having a picture of Pac-Man on the side of his trademark blue hat, FTP, identify this Namco-creation, a long-eared Dream Traveler and star of a number of ‘2.5D’ side-scrolling adventure games.

ANSWER: Klonoa (4)

17) The SNES version of this game adds eight scenario games which can all be unlocked by using a Mouse in Port 1 to select and a controller in Port 2 to confirm with the A Button. This game includes an egotistical spider character who often exclaims “I am so cool” and can poison the player but can also be controlled using the Exchange option in order to wreak havoc on enemies. Players can utilize the Behavior Triangle to divvy up tasks among workers and can also set the Caste Control in order to* set the number of soldiers and breeders. This game also features an Experimental Game mode in which players can place rocks, scent trails and food as well as being able to control both the black and red sides. The ultimate goal in this game involves driving the humans out of the nearby house via infestation. Acting as Will Wright’s inspiration for The Sims, FTP, identify this unique 1991 simulation game from Maxis in which players control the fate of a colony of wingless, ground-dwelling hymenopterans.

ANSWER: SimAnt: The Electric Ant Colony (4)

18) One scenario in this game features wealthy twins becoming stranded on a desert island and using their beauty to seduce the animals to help them keep warm and find food. Another scenario in this game involves and another scenario involves a news reporter utilizing the help of ritualistic animals and the air force so that she can enjoy a sunny day picnic with her son. Yet another scenario involves a babysitter caring for a trio of wild kids with the help of her football obsessed crush. The final stage of this game involves the titular characters being turned to stone by the Rhombulan aliens but are brought back to life via the chanting of their fans and ultimately defeat the aliens with a rousing rendition of “Jumpin’ Jack Flash”. Most levels in this game end with the player moving the stylus in a circular fashion to turn the Spin Markers and other actions include following the path of a moving ball or tapping increasing numbered circles. A spiritual successor to the Japanese Ouendan series, FTP, identify this 2006 rhythm games for the Nintendo DS in which players help people with their problems through musical cheerleading.

ANSWER: Elite Beat Agents (3)

19) This character defeats four prison inmates but loses to a man known as “The Champ” in a “Baptismal Ceremony” to obtain an A-rank social position in prison. This character often experiences dream-like states featuring a swinging and shining cross, his brushstroke technique is said to be similar to that used in a portrait of St. Sophie and he is also the object of affections of a pink stuffed animal-like creature named Chu-Chu. As a result of the repressing the sight of his mother being experimented on, this character can involuntarily become the red-haired being known as Id and he is actually the most recent incarnation of the first man to make contact with the Wave Exsistance, Abel. This character unknowingly met his friend of 10,000 years, Elhaym van Houten or ‘Elly’ in Blackmoon Forest and this character also agreed to help the Prince of Fatima, Bart, reclaim his rightful place on the throne of Aveh. A former native of Lahan Village, FTP, identify this pilot of the god-slaying robot, Weltall, the main protagonist of Xenogears.
ANSWER: Fei Fong Wong (4)

20) In a recent DS game, this character and a wealthy Viscount get into a tussle over a map, tearing it into four pieces and at the end of another game this character is credited with discovering the element, ‘[this man]rulestheworldium.’ He gave his gothic-fashioned niece a pair of bionic extendable arms and that niece, Nina, once accompanied this character to the Tenth Dimension to stop a pair of Evil Twin parrots. An earlier endeavor of this villain involved fooling his enemy to collect twenty-five small crystals in order to power his Master Crystal. He is the creator of such boss enemies as Ripper Roo and Pinstripe Potoroo and his underlings include the geneticist and mechanic who are surnamed Brio and Gin respectively. Working under the command of Uka Uka, FTP, identify this blue-haired mad scientist with the letter ‘N’ stamped into his forehead who once used his Evolvo-Ray to create his arch-nemesis, Crash Bandicoot.

ANSWER: Doctor Neo Cortex (2)

