DUCK Bowl VI

Packet by Stan Jastrzebski and Eric Berman

ROUND 3 Toss-Ups

1. They’ve won four championships, but in the 50 years since their last one, they’re 1-and-9 in the postseason. Their only win was a 38-6 pounding of the Cowboys in the divisional round of the 1991 playoffs. Their losses run the gamut from a 5-0 defensive struggle with Dallas in 1970 to a 58-37 slugfest with the Eagles in 1995, in which Don Majkowski (mah-cow-skee) and Scott Mitchell combined for six interceptions. They went 8-and-8 in 1999 to earn their last playoff berth and a loss to the Redskins. They improved to 9-and-7 the following season, but since then, they’ve won just 24 games in six years, with Marty Mornhinweg (morning-weg), Steve Mariucci (mare-ee-oo-chee), Dick Jauron and Rod Marinelli taking turns as head coach. FTP, name this struggling NFL franchise.

A: Detroit Lions

2. AUDIO TOSSUP

Identify the movie for which the song heard here was the theme.

A: Die Another Day

3. A standout wide receiver at Arizona State, he rewrote the Arizona Cardinals’ record books with 110 catches for 1,550 yards in a single season. He remained the NFL’s best-kept secret until his breakout game the following year in Week 16. With the Cardinals trying to nail down a playoff spot, he torched the Cowboys for nine catches on “Monday Night Football.” The final reception, a 17-yard touchdown with just over a minute to play, gave the Cardinals a 20-17 lead, but nearly ended his career when a hit from two Dallas defenders knocked him unconscious. He revived to deliver a lengthy end-zone dance, then earned a four-year contract extension for $11.2 million, announced during an ESPN interview with Roy Firestone. FTP, name this often-truculent wideout who irked reporters, general managers and his agent with an attitude he summarized as, “Show me the money.”

A: Rod Tidwell
4. He served as governor of American Samoa before President Ford named him U.S. ambassador to China. A stint running a medical school in Haiti almost killed him, when he was drugged into becoming a virtual slave to dictator “Baby Doc” Duvalier. He recovered from that experience to smuggle guns to the Kuwaiti resistance in the first Gulf War, and went to Iraq after the second Gulf War to serve as governor of al-Amok province. He’s currently back in the U.S. as a Washington lobbyist, working with his son Earl. FTP, name this former writer for Rolling Stone and uncle to Zonker Harris.

A:  Raoul Duke (accept Uncle Duke)

5. It began as a traditional wedding tune some 300 years ago and dances to it often see the couple perform steps which make it look like they’re tying a large bow.  One refrain in the song sees the singer proclaim he’s not a sailor, which means he will be faithful to his new wife and not ship out from the port of Veracruz, where the tune is thought to have originated.  The song ranked 345th in Rolling Stone’s list of the top 500 of all time and is the only one not sung in English.  FTP, what is this tune which made the career of Ritchie Valens?

A: La Bamba
6. Amazon.com will sell you this character’s eponymous “starter kit”, which includes Michael Chabon’s “The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Klay”, a DVD of the Goonies and music by Bright Eyes, among other items.  He missed an entrance interview with a counselor from Brown because he was stoned, thus missing a chance to go to college with his girlfriend, after whom he named his sailboat.  FTP, who is this teenager who invented the holiday Christmakkuh, played by Adam Brody on The O.C.?

A: Seth Cohen (accept either)

7. It’s only happened 11 times in league history, with Chris Mason and Mika Noronen being the last two people credited with one.  Billy Smith was the first person to accomplish this rarity, and only Damian Rhodes and Jose (jo-zay) Theodore (tay-oh-door) have done it in shutouts.  FTP, what is this feat which only Ron Hextall and Martin Brodeur have accomplished more than once, which often occurs after the opposing team has pulled its goalie?

A: Goaltenders scoring a goal
8. A drummer spontaneously exploding when the song “Tonight I’m Gonna Rock You Tonight” concludes is an homage to the movie “This is Spinal Tap”.  Using star power, Clive Winston honors Jimmy Page by playing his guitar with a violin bow and Xavier Stone pulls a Jimi Hendrix and plays his with his teeth.  Some of this sequel’s songs come from bands in which the game’s developers play, including “Honest Bob and the Factory-to-Dealer Incentives”.  FTP, what is this game soon to be released for the Xbox 360, the second which sees players using the namesake instrument as a controller.

A: Guitar Hero 2 (do NOT prompt for the “2”)

9. He apparently got promoted to colonel, his rank when he appears in the Tom Arnold movie “The Stupids.” He also shows up in the Twisted Sister video collection “Come Out and Play.” Except for the “Mars University” episode of “Futurama,” where he takes on Bender’s robot fraternity, he’s always been played by Mark Metcalf, including in his most famous incarnation, when he battled the fraternity of Delta Tau Chi, eventually trying to open fire on them in the homecoming parade. The end credits of that movie report he was shot by his own troops in Vietnam in 1969. FTP, name this ROTC leader in the movie “Animal House.”

A: Douglas C. Niedermeyer

10. Elected to the Mexican Baseball Hall of Fame in 2000, he managed for nine years in the Angels’ system, then a year with the Shreveport Swamp Dragons before returning to the Mexican League. As a player, he played 91 games as a rookie for the division champion 1974 Pirates, mostly at shortstop, and hit .221. After five years as a backup, a trade to the Mariners gave him his chance to play regularly – first in Seattle, where he hit a career-high .245 in 1980, then in Texas, where his .118 average in 12 games in his final season marked the fifth time he failed to hit .200. FTP, name this infielder and namesake of the mythical “line” below which the league’s worst hitters can be found.

A: Mario Mendoza

11. Her movie work includes covers of “The Things We Do for Love” for the Ellen DeGeneres flick “Mr. Wrong,” and “Love Me Tender” for “Honeymoon in Vegas.” She released her first two albums as a teenager – her eponymous debut at 17 and “Father’s Eyes” two years later. She didn’t crack the top 40 singles chart until her seventh album with “Find a Way,” but since then has hit the Top Ten five times – four times as a solo, once in a duet with Peter Cetera (suh-TARE-uh) on “The Next Time I Fall.” Married to country star Vince Gill, this is, FTP, what artist, whose crossover hits include “Good for Me,” “Every Heartbeat” and “Baby Baby.”

A: Amy Grant

12. The program’s star later narrated a Paul Buchman documentary on the golden age of television. Its sketches included the star insisting to his wife that he’s utterly faithful while flirting with every woman who goes by, and one in which a woman can’t resist opening a package and ends up trapped by an inflatable raft. FTP, name this early ‘60s TV variety show, most notable for a topnotch writing staff including Sally Rogers, Buddy Sorrell and Rob Petrie.

A: The Alan Brady Show (do not accept “The Dick Van Dyke Show”)

13. Former “Sledge Hammer” star David Rasche plays passenger Donald Greene. J.J. Johnson and Gary Commock play the captain and first officer. Several people play themselves, notably Ben Sliney as the lead air-traffic controller. David Alan Basche gets the film’s most memorable line, declaring, “Are you guys ready? Let’s roll.” FTP, name this 2006 movie which earned a Best Director nomination for Paul Greengrass.

A: United 93

14. A Massachusetts state senator introduced a bill to limit school cafeteria’s servings of it, prompting a fellow legislator to offer his own bill making it the official state. Chocolate drizzle, honey, graham crackers or sliced bananas are optional -- for the basic recipe, according to the jingle, first you spread, spread, spread, the bread with peanut butter. Then add marshmallow creme, especially the trademarked variety made by Massachusetts-based Durkee-Mower Incorporated. FTP, you’ve just made what 13-letter sandwich?

A: Fluffernutter

15. The 1933 movie starred Loretta Young and Paul Lukas as a bridge-playing husband and wife, while the 1967 diamond-heist film features Klaus Kinski and Edward G. Robinson cracking a safe in Rio. At one restaurant chain, it comprises two pancakes, two eggs, two bacon strips and two sausage links. In sports, Rod Laver won it twice, while Steffi Graf was the last to win it, in 1988. Robin Ventura may be the only player to get just one RBI for one, while Manny Ramirez is closing in on Lou Gehrig’s record for hitting them. FTP, give this term used in bridge for winning all 13 tricks, in tennis and golf for winning all four majors in the same year, or in baseball for a homer with the bases loaded.

A: grand slam

16. According to their own lyrics, they got their big break after playing for a week in Rhode Island, where a man came to the stage one night, said their band was “outtasight,” and that when he heard them on the car radio, they were going to be a sensation. If that’s how it happened, he was right – their eponymous first album is the best-selling debut album in history. Since 1978, their albums have come at eight-year intervals: “Third Stage,” “Walk On,” and 2002’s “Corporate America.” FTP, name this band whose hits include “A Man I’ll Never Be,” “Peace of Mind,” “Amanda,” “Rock and Roll Band,” and “More Than a Feeling.”

A: Boston

17. Its second incarnation featured failed programs like “Madigan Men” and “Trouble with Normal”.  A third try, using a parody of “YMCA” as its theme song, also flopped and the network killed the idea entirely.  There had been flops before, like “Teen Angel” and “You Wish”, but they were overshadowed by hits like “Sabrina The Teenage Witch” and “Boy Meets World”.  FTP, what was the programming block on ABC which found early success with shows like “Family Matters”, “Perfect Strangers” and “Step By Step”?

A: TGIF (grudgingly accept “Thank Goodness It’s Funny”)

18. It caused Wyoming’s women’s basketball team to lose two games this year, one to Brigham Young and the other to Kansas State.  Reporter Elie Seckbah lost a bet and had to walk from Los Angles to Israel when Kobe Bryant did it.  Teresa Witherspoon extended the first WNBA Finals when she made one to close out game two against Houston.  FTP, what is this basketball feat often attempted as a halftime gimmick which Jerry West famously accomplished to send a 1970 Finals game to overtime, even though the hoop was worth only two points then?

A: Half-court shot
19. At age 88, he ran against George Pataki for governor of New York and finished fifth, with one-percent of the vote. Though he earned a doctorate in child psychology from Columbia, his early jobs in vaudeville and as a circus performer did more to pave the way for his eventual career. He appeared with Phil Silvers in the Broadway musical “Do Re Mi” and on TV’s “Car 54, Where Are You?” with Fred Gwynne, before landing his best-known role as Gwynne’s father-in-law. FTP, name this Green Party activist and actor who played Grandpa Munster.

A: Al Lewis

20. Teddy Roosevelt’s is 3, making him the first president with a finite one. George W. Bush’s is 4, and requires going through David Alan Grier. Bill Clinton is one of two presidents with a 2 – he gets a credit in “Bamboozled” with Mos Def, who like Grier is in “The Woodsman.” The other 2 belongs to Ronald Reagan, who was in “The Young Doctors” with Eddie Albert, who plays a small part as an emcee in “The Big Picture.” JFK’s was infinity, but everyone in the movie “JFK” had a 1, with one exception, the only person in the world with a zero. FTP, give this measure of how close a film performer is to the supposed center of the Hollywood universe.

A: Bacon number (or degree of Kevin Bacon)

