During a June 2007 game against the Orioles, this man hit an RBI single off Todd Williams during a botched intentional walk. His home run was the first scoring play in game 4 of the 2003 World Series. This year, he most commonly bats between Dan (*) Uggla and Mike Jacobs, though both this man and Josh Willingham have frequently been moved to the cleanup spot. Currently leading the NL in slugging percentage, he won Silver Sluggers in 2005 and 2006 at two different positions, having shifted to third base for last year. For 10 points, name this star hitter for the Florida Marlins.

ANSWER: Jose Miguel Torres Cabrera

A one million dollar bet, with the proceeds going to ALS research, was offered in April 2007 to anyone who could prove that this item was fake. Orthopedist Bill Morgan vouched for its authenticity after Alan Embree claimed he created it as a hoax and (*) Gary Thorne reported that Doug Mirabelli had called it fraudulent. It was donated to the Hall of Fame along with Keith Foulke’s spikes and Derek Lowe’s jersey following the conclusion of the 2004 season. For 10 points, name this textile item worn by the winning pitcher in Game 2 of the ALCS that year, whose recent tendon surgery appeared to soak it in blood.

ANSWER: the blood on Curt Schilling’s right sock

His older brother holds two pitching records: the most at-bats for an AL pitcher in non-interleague games since the DH rule began and being the youngest pitcher to ever appear in the World Series. This man was the last player to have twenty of each kind of extra-base hit in the same year, and also won batting titles in (*) three calendar decades. Under the instruction of hitting coach Charlie Lau, he helped his team win the 1985 World Series, five years after he hit .390, and two years after his home run against Goose Gossage was dissallowed because he had twenty inches of pine tar on his bat. For 10 points, name this Hall of Fame third baseman for the Royals.

ANSWER: George Howard Brett

The current holder of this position was the bench coach during the Angels’ World Series win and wears the unusual uniform number 70. The first person to hold it is now the pitching coach for the Cubs, and the man who did this job in 2002 is the current hitting coach for the Cardinals. Since this position was created in (*) 1998, only one of its occupants has won 70 games; that man came to the job after ten years with Seattle and replaced Hal McRae. For 10 points, name this job currently held by Joe Maddon and formerly by Larry Rothschild and Lou Piniella, which entails losing to the Yankees and Red Sox a lot.

ANSWER: managers of the Tampa Bay Devil Rays [accept either Tampa Bay or Devil Rays, or both, as the team name]

Nomar’s brother Michael Garciappara first appeared in this league in July 2007, while Kevin Witt and Josh Fields won its end-of-season player awards in 2006. It launched a four-team playoff in 1933 under the “Shaughnessy Plan” and awards the Governor’s Cup to its champion. The (*) Phillies-affiliated Lynx make this league’s name accurate, and its 2006 winners, the Toledo Mudhens, lost to the Tucson Sidewinders in the Bricktown Showdown, which pits this league’s champion against the Pacific Coast League winner. For 10 points, name this triple-A baseball league located in eastern North America.

ANSWER: International League

A Chilean merlot sold by Charity Wines is named after this behavior. Commonly cited examples of this phenomenon include using the Style song “Good Times: I Get High” as an introduction, selling a used barbecue grill on eBay, being spotted in a bar with (*) Enrique Wilson despite a debilitating throat inflammation, pissing inside the left-field wall, asking thirteen minor leaguers to help look for a diamond earring near third base in Pawtucket, and standing in the batter’s box during several groundouts. For 10 points, give this all-purpose excuse used to dismiss odd antics from a certain left fielder for the Red Sox.

ANSWER: “Manny Being Manny”
Three of the last four hits into this area by visitors were off the bat of Carlos Delgado, who holds the visitor’s record for most hits into this area with three. Delgado is tied for second place overall with Ryan Klesko, who hit the ball here once as a Padre in 2003 and twice for the home team in (*) 2007. Only balls which do not glance off the Arcade or Portwalk before landing here are counted on the official list of “splash hits.” For 10 points, name this area behind the right-field stands at AT&T Park, a portion of the China Basin Channel that is named for a Hall of Fame Giants first baseman and is where thirty-four of Barry Bonds’s homers have landed.

ANSWER: McCovey Cove
The original version was arranged by bandleader Glenn Osser and named an official theme song by team president George Weiss. Denounced by Leonard Koppett for its lack of polytonality, it was briefly replaced by “Our Team, Our Time” in 2006. This Ruth Roberts- and Bill Katz-penned ditty asks “the (*) butcher and the baker and the people on the streets” to see a group that is “really sockin’ the ball,” namely, “the orange and blue.” For 10 points, you should “step right up and greet” a certain NL East team according to what fight song played at Shea Stadium?

ANSWER: “Meet the Mets”
The Jack Krol award is given for “excellence in player development” to minor league coaches in this team’s system; possible recipients may work for their rookie-league team in Peoria, Arizona or single-A clubs in Fort Wayne, Lake Elsinore, or Eugene. In 2007, they took over a Texas League team that had won two titles as a Mariners affiliate, the (*) San Antonio Missions, while in 2001, they abandoned the Las Vegas Stars and moved the Albuquerque Dukes to create their new triple-A affiliate, the Portland Beavers. For 10 points, name this team whose farm system has shepherded such players as Khalil Greene and Jake Peavy to the majors.

ANSWER: San Diego Padres [accept Padres]

Reggie Cleveland gave up a homer in fourth game of this series to a batter on an 0-for-15 streak, while the third game ended shortly after umpire Larry Barnett refused to make an interference call against pinch-hitter Ed Armbrister. In seven at-bats, Bernie (*) Carbo had a double and two homers, and Rico Petrocelli hit .308 in this series. Will McEnaney closed out the deciding game after Joe Morgan batted in the go-ahead run in the top of the ninth, defeating Darrell Johnson’s club, while Sparky Anderson’s team won the first of two consecutive titles despite Carlton Fisk’s attempts to will the ball fair in Game Six. For 10 points, name this Fall Classic in which the Reds beat the Red Sox 4 games to 3.

ANSWER: the 1975 World Series
He led the single-A Kissimee team to the Florida State League championship while in the Astros organization, then won the Caribbean Series at the helm of the Licey Tigers before managing the Dominican Republic in the World Baseball Classic. He moved out of the apartment building that killed (*) Cory Lidle when he quit as Mets third base coach in order to take his current job, where only Randy St. Claire remains from last year’s coaching staff. For 10 points, name this man who has to keep crappy players like Nook Logan and Cristian Guzman out of the way of Ryan Church, Austin Kearns, and Dmitri Young after replacing Frank Robinson as manager of the Washington Nationals.

ANSWER: Manuel Elias “Manny” Acta

He failed to be drafted out of Wesleyan in 2006, despite setting that school’s career record for hits. For 10 points each:

[10] Name this sometime baseball player whose biggest sports moment came at age 12, when he plucked a Derek Jeter fly ball into the stands to help the Yankees win a 1996 ALCS game.

ANSWER: Jeffrey Maier

[10] This Orioles right fielder, cousin of far better player Jimmy Rollins, and current coach in the Nationals farm system was leaping for the ball when Maier interfered.

ANSWER: Anthony Giacinto “Tony” Tarasco

[10] The Yankees had advanced to the ALCS that year by beating this team in the Divisional Series. They made the playoffs behind the play of Dean Palmer, Juan Gonzales, and Rusty Greer and a career year from starter Ken Hill.

ANSWER: Texas Rangers [accept Texas]

If Roger Clemens returns next year, he will almost certainly break the record for most wins by a pitcher in the live-ball era. For 10 points each:

[10] The record is currently held by this longtime Boston and Milwaukee Brave, whose 363 wins are also the most for any left-hander, and who formed a noted combo with Johnny Sain and the weather.

ANSWER: Warren Spahn

[10] On the overall list, this man with 361 wins separates Spahn from Clemens. He also spent most of his career with the team that would become the Braves, then known as the Boston Beaneaters, and had three straight thirty-win seasons from 1896 to 1898.

ANSWER: Charles Augustus “Kid” Nichols

[10] Because Cy Young hopped around teams so often, this twelve-time strikeout leader’s 417 wins for the Senators constitute a nigh-unbreakable record for most wins earned on behalf of any single team. 

ANSWER: Walter Perry Johnson

Name these bad MLB owners, for 10 points each.

[10] This ambulance-chaser spends more time whining about the invasion of his self-declared territory by the Washington Nationals than actually making his Orioles franchise into something besides a disgrace.

ANSWER: Peter Angelos

[10] This three hundred year old multibillionaire man claims he can’t afford to build a new stadium for the Twins out of his own pocket, though in June 2007 he spent an amount equivalent to the Twins’s yearly payroll to buy a rap radio station.

ANSWER: Carl Pohlad

[10] This former Wal-Mart CEO has brought everything he knows about spending the necessary amount of money for high-quality products to the operation of the Kansas City Royals.

ANSWER: David Glass

Name these baseball leagues, for 10 points each.

[10] Such teams as the Wilmington Quicksteps and St. Paul Apostles folded early in the operation of this recognized major league, which crowned the St. Louis Maroons of player-manager Fred Dunlap its champion in its only year of operation, 1884.

ANSWER: the Union Association

[10] The last serious competition to the AL and NL came in 1914 and 1915 from this league, whose leading teams including the Indianapolis Hoosiers and Chicago Whales.

ANSWER: Federal League

[10] The Yuma Scorpions are currently atop this independent league operating in Southern California, Arizona, and Nevada, whose San Diego Surf Dawgs have signed Rickey Henderson and Jose Canseco in recent years.

ANSWER: Golden Baseball League

Name these figures important to the integration of baseball, for 10 points each.

[10] This longtime Cardinals and Dodgers GM facilitated Jackie Robinson’s 1947 debut in Brooklyn.

ANSWER: Wesley Branch Rickey

[10] This center fielder starred alongisde Al Rosen and Bobby Avila on the 111-win Indians team of 1954, seven years after becoming the first black player in the AL and second overall of the modern era.

ANSWER: Lawrence Eugene “Larry” Doby

[10] This 1955 California League MVP was called up to the Red Sox in 1959, thus integrating the last all-white Major League team.

ANSWER: Elijah Jerry “Pumpsie” Green

Name these Negro League baseball teams, for 10 points each.

[10] Formerly known as the Harlem Stars, this team owned by Bojangles Robinson saw the last years of Clint Thomas’s career and had high attendance due to their historic home field, though, like the Cubans who played in the same city, they rarely won.

ANSWER: New York Black Yankees
[10] This Pittsburgh and Washington based team won the Negro National League pennant nine years in a row, from 1937 to 1945, with Josh Gibson and Buck Leonard on the roster for most of those years.

ANSWER: Homestead Grays [accept Homestead]

[10] Hank Aaron played on this teams 1952’s Negro American League championship team. Their name comes from their origin as a Harlem Globetrotters-like show team.

ANSWER: Indianapolis Clowns [accept Indianapolis]

Name these major leaguers who suffered strange injuries, for 10 points each.

[10] This star rookie missed several end-of-season games as a middle reliever for the Tigers in 2006 because he irritated his arm playing Guitar Hero.

ANSWER: Joel Martin Zumaya

[10] The last remaining player on the Braves roster from the 1991 pennant-winning team, this 1996 Cy Young winner, who successfully transitioned to the bullpen and back, once burned his chest while ironing a shirt he was wearing.

ANSWER: John Andrew Smoltz

[10] He had a decent career as a catcher and first baseman for the Brewers in the 1990s and went 0-for-5 playing for Australia in the World Baseball Classic. In 1995, he missed the start of the season because he contracted the rare tropical disease Ross River Fever.

ANSWER: David Wayne “Dave” Nilsson

Name these people who once led the major leagues in saves, for 10 points each.

[10] One of the first pitchers to define the reliever role, this integral part of the 1920s Washington Senators pennant-winning teams won five retroactive save titles.

ANSWER: Frederick “Firpo” Marberry

[10] Columnist Jean-Jacques Taylor earnestly suggested that this man and his 4.31 career ERA should be enshrined in the Hall of Fame. He did lead the AL in saves once, while closing for the Indians in 1995, and Omar Vizquel accused of him of being drunk while blowing the seventh game of the 1997 World Series.

ANSWER: Jose Ramon Nova Mesa [accept Joe Table]

[10] Though he has only led the league twice, this longtime Padre’s 500-plus career saves are the all-time record.

ANSWER: Trevor William Hoffman

Roger Clemens may be “OldLOL” on The Dugout, but he is just one of many senior citizens still wearing major league uniforms. For 10 points each:

[10] Currently in his second stint with the Braves, this man, who will celebrate his forty-ninth birthday in August, is the last active player to make his big league debut before Matt Weiner was born, as well as the oldest regular position player in ML history. 

ANSWER: Julio Cesar Robles Franco

[10] The third-oldest player after Franco and Clemens is this current Phillies pitcher who had a bunch of good seasons with the Mariners, including winning two games with an ERA of 1.50 during the 2001 ALDS.

ANSWER: Jamie Moyer

[10] Outside of Franco and Barry Bonds, the oldest position player left in the bigs is this active leader in triples and platooning center fielder for the Rockies.

ANSWER: Steven Allen “Steve” Finley
Name these baseball play by play broadcasters, for 10 points each.

[10] This man has been the radio voice of the Dodgers since before they moved to Los Angeles, and an impression of him is the default “funny announcer” voice that you might hear on The Simpsons or elsewhere.

ANSWER: Vin Scully

[10] This Yankees TV broadcaster and ESPN Radio talk show host is known for his enthusiastic home run calls and for telling a caller that the idea of announcers jinxing perfect games was comparable to slavery and the Holocaust.

ANSWER: Michael Kay

[10] This member of ESPN’s Big Ten basketball team is now in his eighteenth year as radio voice of the Cleveland Indians.

ANSWER: Tom Hamilton

Name these current Phillies, for 10 points each.

[10] This Hawaiian-born right fielder has an outstanding 32/3 ratio of stolen bases to caught stealing, though he's a statistically average hitter.

ANSWER: Shane Victorino
[10] This righty setup man in his fifth year in the league is quietly having a spectaular season, with only five home runs and twenty-three walks allowed in fifty-six innings pitched.

ANSWER: Ryan Madson 
[10] In 2006, this first baseman won the NL MVP and broke the National League record for most homers in a season by a non-steroid-using player.

ANSWER: Ryan Howard
